


Introduction

In section 2 of part 5 on how to study the Bible, we take a closer look at what was 

mentioned in the previous article while doing some expanding. As mentioned previously, 

the goal of the Bible reader should be to get the authorial intent. We should try and 

understand what the writer meant originally and what the original audience would have 

understood when they read the letter. 

Illustration

We will use the picture below as an illustrative guide for this study.

1) Their town: What did the text mean to the original audience? One of the most 

misquoted pieces of scripture is Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." Believers 

and unbelievers love this text, because they often take this passage to be God speaking to

them or to people in general, making a promise of prosperity. In reality, the verse is in the 

middle of a larger context where God is pronouncing judgment and promising retribution 

for the sins of his people. The verse is meant as a reassurance that even in God's 

punishment or discipline, he shows mercy because of his faithfulness to his covenant. The 



original audience would have understood that this verse was not meant for their 

generation, but for the generation that would return from captivity. They would find comfort 

in the fact that God has not abandoned them completely, and still loves them dearly.

2) The river: Measure the width of the river. What separates us from the original readers, 

their town from our town? A few obvious separators are language, time, culture and 

situation. These are normally the most common separators. Modern readers are not 

faced with the threat of an advancing Babylonian army coming to destroy our nation, we 

are not facing the prospect of being carried away into exile. These are but a few 

observations we can make about the width of the river, of what separates us from the 

original readers.

3) Cross the principlizing  bridge: What principles can we take from the text to apply to 

us? Although the situation differs immensely from the original readers to us, there are still 

a ton of principles we can apply from the text.

We learn from the text that God is faithful. He shows mercy, even in just judgment. We 

learn that God's people, although disciplined, will always be cared for by God. There are 

warnings for us as believers not to persist in sin like the Israelites did and to repent of sin 

when confronted, just like Israel was confronted by many prophets including Jeremiah. We

know that for believers, those who trust in Christ, there is eventual prosperity awaiting in 

the life to come. 

4) Consult the Biblical Map: This point ties in directly with point three. The best way to 

look for principles from a text is to look for similarities between the original audience and 

us, or to look for what stayed the same. An example would be God. God never changes. 

The God of Moses is the God of Jeremiah, and Jeremiah's God is our God. God never 

changes, therefore what we learn from his character in the text can directly be applied to 

us, in fact, it must be applied. 

Also examine your principle by looking at how it fits in with the rest of the Bible. Our above 

principle directly correlates with Hebrews 12:6: For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and 

chastises every son whom he receives. And Habakkuk 3:2: ...in wrath remember mercy. And many 

more passages found in the New Testament. It goes without saying, but if your principle 

contradicts other passages of scripture, it is your principle that is flawed and that must be 



rejected. We let the Scripture interpret Scripture and Scripture NEVER contradicts itself. 

5) Our town: How should a Christian today live out these principles that was retrieved 

from the text? We should not just be convicted from scripture, we should have 

convictions formed from scripture. It is one thing to study a text and  look for principles, 

it is something completely different to look for ways in which to apply those principles. For 

example, we just discovered the principle that God is faithful to those who trust in him, one

exercise you can do to help you apply this principle is by thinking of 10-areas in your life 

you often feel anxiety about or stressed about. Maybe your finances, your work or your 

children. Now that you have identified these areas, think of all the times that God has been

faithful in the past in those areas. Be mindful of the reality that so much worse could have 

happened to you if God did not protect you without you even knowing. Look for other 

verses that you can meditate on such as Matthew 6: 26 to34, God will provide all that you 

need. 

If you do not spend a lot of time with this part, the application part of your study, your 

whole study is in effect worthless. The Bible was never meant to be a mental exercise, but 

to be God's instrument of change in our lives accompanied by the Holy Spirit.


